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INDIAN SOLDIERS KILL 376 KASHMIRIS IN JANU-
ARY 2002, 107 WOMEN, CHILDREN AMONG
KILLED IN POLICE CUSTODY

ISLAMABAD (PPA).—The Indian army dur-
ing its genocidal operations in the month of
January 2002, killed 376 innocent citizens in
held Kashmir including 107 killed in custody.

According to statistical data compiled by
the Research Section of the Kashmir Media
Service, those who fell victim to Indian
army’s brutalities included 246 men, 11 men
and 12 kids.

During the month under review, 625 com-
mon people were tortured or critically in-
jured by the Indian troops in the course of
crackdowns upon villages, towns and cities.
630 people were arrested during the outgoing
month without any valid charge against
them while 139 houses and shops were
arsoned by setting them on fire on using dy-
namite blasts.

Twenty-one persons had been kidnapped or
reported missing. Relatives of these persons
forcibly disappeared by the Indian army have
no access to them and they are worried
about their missing loved ones.

Molestation of women is one of the weap-
ons being used by the Indian forces to ter-
rorize people and 32 cases of gang rape and
molestation were recorded during the month
under review. Police and civilian authorities
are reluctant to register complaints in this
behalf and the victims are left to suffer their
fate. The army personnel even threaten their
victims of dire consequences if the matter
was reported to the authorities.
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TRIBUTE TO OFFICER JOHN
SKALA

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 5, 2002

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I am honored
to call to your attention the life of an American
hero, Officer John Skala of the Port Authority
Police Department. Officer Skala of Clifton,
New Jersey, was killed in the Line of Duty
while heroically responding to the attack on
the World Trade Center on September 11,
2001.

As the tragic events of that fateful morning
unfolded, Officer Skala was assigned to the
Lincoln Tunnel Command. He immediately re-
sponded to help evacuate the towers after the
first plane struck World Trade Center Tower
One.

September 11, 2001 has emblazoned so
many unforgettable images in our minds. Per-
haps none is more vivid, however, than that of
courageous men and women in uniform work-
ing so valiantly to save the lives of others. It
is therefore only fitting that Officer Skala be
honored, in this, the permanent record of the
greatest freely elected body on earth.

John Skala was born in Passaic, New Jer-
sey and attended high school at nearby Clifton
High. At the age of twenty-two, he received an
appointment to the Port Authority Police De-
partment. His distinguished career in law en-
forcement showed him to be a man with the
courage of a lion, yet also someone who had
a kind and gentle heart, willing to help anyone
in need.

A recipient of two Meritorious Service
Awards, Officer Skala exhibited the high
standards of excellence associated with the

traditions of the PAPD. From assisting in the
arrest of armed suspects to the performance
of first aid during extreme conditions, John
Skala was a public servant in every sense of
the word.

Officer Skala’s dedication to serving the
community at large extended far beyond his
work at the PAPD. He dedicated his free time
to serving as a paramedic with the Passaic-
Clifton Mobile Intensive Care Unit, as a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian American Youth Associa-
tion, and as a volunteer with the New Jersey
Special Olympics and the Juvenile Diabetes
Foundation. John Skala was a hero, both on
the front lines and behind the scenes.

He has touched countless lives for the bet-
ter, and we are all better for having him as
part of our American family.

On Tuesday, September 11, our American
family was attacked in a way we had only
seen in our very worst nightmares. The ac-
tions carried out on the people of this nation
were unspeakable acts of war, targeting the
very foundation of what makes us Americans.
That day we all witnessed the very worst of
mankind.

What the perpetrators of these acts did not
realize was the unwavering commitment to lib-
erty and humankind felt by Officer Skala and
his fellow heroes. The bravery and love he ex-
hibited in the face of terror make him an ex-
ample for us all.

We will honor Officer John Skala by trying
to live our lives as he lived his. We will honor
John by loving his family as he did, and con-
tinuing his work to make our community a bet-
ter place.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the City of Clifton, John’s family and
friends, myself, and a truly grateful nation in
honoring the life of a great American, Port Au-
thority Police Officer John Skala.
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‘‘REWARDS THAT FOLLOW
GENEROUS HEARTS’’
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OF GEORGIA
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Tuesday, February 5, 2002

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, some-
thing wonderful recently occurred for many
folks in Rome and Floyd County, Georgia.
Steve Edwards, owner of a local insurance
company in Rome, and his wife Marie, read of
the plight of 1200 families in Floyd County
who had their gas service discontinued for
lack of payment of the previous year’s gas
bills.

Steve and Marie read of the plight of these
families and knew they had to do something.
They could not save every family, but they
could save at least one. They made a gift to
the local Salvation Army for one family’s un-
paid gas bill. The sense of reward was so
powerful, the Edwards decided other families
might want to experience it as well. With no
budget and no organization, Steve began to
challenge families within the First Baptist
Church of Rome each to pay for one family’s
gas bill. The response to his challenge was
overwhelming. His vision quickly spread be-
yond their congregation and beyond Baptists.
He believed there were enough generous
Christians in Floyd County to turn on the heat
for the remaining 1180 families. Steve called

an impromptu meeting of various helping orga-
nizations, and ‘‘One Family helping One Fam-
ily‘‘ was born.

Joel Snider, Pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Rome, expressed the enormity of
the situation when he stated, ‘‘Imagine being
80 years old and in poor health. All your in-
come is represented by the $600 per month
Social Security check that arrives each month.
You pay $150 a month for the portion of your
prescriptions not covered by Medicare. The re-
maining $450 covers rent, groceries, phone,
utilities, and everything else. Then one day,
you receive a gas bill for $800. The meter is
running on your current bill also. What do you
do? How do you ever scrape together enough
money to catch up?’’

‘‘One Family Helping One Family,’’ while
working with Good Neighbor Ministries, the
Salvation Army, and Floyd County Baptist As-
sociation, have helped 167 families as of Jan-
uary 18, 2002. Four hundred and seventeen
total donations had been received by these
agencies. Many contributions came from indi-
viduals and families; however, some contribu-
tions represented the combined efforts of Sun-
day School classes and student groups. The
total amount given up until that date was
$112,522. Every penny has gone to help a
family in need.

The entire community, including the staff at
Rome Housing Authority, Atlanta Gas Light
Company, the staff of the ‘‘Rome News-Trib-
une’’, Rome/Carrollton District of the United
Methodist Church, Good Neighbor Ministries,
Major Kerns of the Salvation Army, Lynne Bar-
ton at Info Line, Bruce Day at Floyd County
Baptist Association, Susan Seagraves, John
Pinson, Armin Maier, Mary and Allen Shrop-
shire, Doug Walker, and many others, have
pulled together.

Imagine, if you will, what might happen if
each and every community had a ‘‘Steve Ed-
wards?’’ We owe a debt of gratitude to each
person who has contributed to this effort. As
Pastor Snider so eloquently phrased it in the
‘‘Rome News-Tribune’’ in December, ‘‘On be-
half of all the families that are warm today be-
cause of your gift, I ask God to grant you the
richest blessings of this holiday season. May
the rewards that follow generous hearts be
yours into the New Year.’’ Amen.
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TRIBUTE TO MARGARET GOBLE
MADIGAN OF LUTHERS MILLS,
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. DON SHERWOOD
OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Tuesday, February 5, 2002
Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, it is with a

profound sense of loss that I inform the House
that on Sunday, January 20, 2002, Margaret
Goble Madigan of Luthers Mills, known across
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as Peggy,
passed away.

Although Peggy Madigan is deserving of
many superlatives, to say that she was known
across Pennsylvania is no exaggeration. She
was the wife of Senator Roger Madigan, and
she was known and loved by the many indi-
viduals whose lives she touched. She was
truly unforgettable.

Peggy had an exceptional grace about her
that can only come from a deep love of oth-
ers. Her son, Nick Madigan, in his moving eu-
logy, described her rare ability to treat every
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